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As Benjamin Brawley, an eminent Negro American writer, truly says :

There is something deeper than the sensuousness of beauty that makes for possibilities
of the Negro in the realm of the arts, and that is the soul of the race. The wail of the old
melodies and the plaintive quality that is ever present in the Negro voice are but the
reflection of a background of tragedy. No race can rise to the greatest heights of art until
it has yearned and suffered. The Russians are a case in point. Such has been their
background in oppression and striving that their literature and art are today marked by
an unmistakable note of power. The same future beckons to the American Negro. There is
something very elemental about the heart of the race, something that finds its origin in
the African forest, in the sighing of the night wind, and in the falling of the stars. There
is something grim and stern about it all, too, something that speaks of the lash, of the
child torn from its mother's bosom, of the dead-body riddled with bullets and swinging all
night from a limb by the roadside.
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Indian Review, Dec. 1926
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